
FORM A 

Information Needed For Evaluation of National Assessments 

Kindergarten through Grade 12 Summative Assessments: 
 
1. What data, alignment studies, etc., can be provided to document that the assessment is 
fully aligned to the Common Core State Standards?  How were test items developed and 
field tested? Information on the test blueprint may be provided as well. 
 
The Common Core State Standards (CCSS) are a remarkable achievement, based in part on ACT’s framework 
of college and career readiness, and developed with leadership from ACT content experts. The CCSS create a 
shared vision and language. More than ever, educators realize that they cannot let students fall behind, at any 
age. The new ACT Aspire™ program capped by The ACT™ will support teachers and students with valid, 
actionable information to let them know where they stand. ACT envisions not only a set of high-quality, 
vertically-scaled summative assessments, but also a strong system that includes interim and classroom 
formative components to support teachers all year long. Results presented in the common language of CCSS 
will help keep teachers aligned with the spirit of CCSS, as well as providing state accountability.  
 
ACT’s utilizes an extensive program of research for all assessment development that will result in an 
empirically-based, externally validated vertical scale measuring the construct of college and career readiness in 
each of Aspire’s content areas, including science. ACT’s empirical understanding of the constructs allows for 
domain sampling in very specific ways to support accurate, reliable summative inferences of college and career 
readiness. Domain sampling occurs up and down the construct to assure we have adequate information to 
predict success. We craft our assessments carefully to sample the domains effectively within a limited amount 
of testing time. This ensures that students don’t lose valuable instructional days when they take summative 
assessments.  
 
ACT believes that research is critical in determining the readiness of students for the future, and ACT invests in 
that research. During the development of the Common Core ACT’s research, including National Curriculum 
Survey information from past years, ACT’s empirically derived definition of College Readiness, and other key 
research data were used to ensure the Common Core was grounded in research supporting the types of 
material needed for post-secondary success upon graduation from high school. ACT is now working from the 
2012 version and a policy summary is available at http://www.act.org/research/policymakers/pdf/NCS-
PolicySummary2012.pdf. In addition, ACT expertise and research in the workplace allows evidence-based 
connections between education and career.  
 
Traditionally, alignment methodologies have been based on content alignment. This can be item-to-standard 
alignment or standard-to-standard alignment. Current definitions of alignment have expanded to include 
comparing content coverage between an assessment and other curriculum documents. Alignment in the context 
of No Child Left Behind (NCLB) focuses on content agreement between state curriculum standards and state 
assessments. There are several well documented methodologies in support of this definition, including the one 
developed by Norman Webb.  
 
While summative assessments are critical for state accountability, no single summative test can address all 
standards in CCSS. With this understanding, ACT is researching a new alignment methodology to address the 
complex challenge of aligning all ACT products to CCSS. 
 
 Domain sampling, as a key component underlying ACT test blueprints, will drive the outcome of this process to 
provide detailed information about the alignment of ACT products to CCSS. With this in mind, ACT has begun 
conversations with leading accountability experts and will be undertaking an independent study of the alignment 
of CCSS to ACT Aspire, in a form that is useful for state accountability. The scope of work for this effort is 
currently in the planning stage and information about timelines and deliverables will be available soon.  
 

http://www.act.org/research/policymakers/pdf/NCS-PolicySummary2012.pdf
http://www.act.org/research/policymakers/pdf/NCS-PolicySummary2012.pdf


ACT recognizes that educational institutions must meet accountability requirements. Such requirements will 
often dictate an independent analysis as a prerequisite for commitment to a particular assessment. ACT 
welcomes independent evaluations of our assessments as opportunities to discuss the goals and contents of 
our products. However, we believe there are limitations to the current methodologies of alignment studies. The 
CCSS is not a typical set of standards. It is a progression of skills and understanding that develops from 
kindergarten through college and career. It is difficult to measure alignment with the standards by comparing a 
simple checklist of skills to assessment items. There is coherence between learning constructs that cannot be 
assigned to individual standards, and certain clusters of standards are more significant than others with regard 
to a comprehensive understanding of language and math concepts. 
 
Field Studies 
In the Fall of 2012 ACT conducted field testing of items on both paper and pencil and computer based testing.  
In spring of 2013 a equating, mode comparability, and scaling study was conducted including over 560,000 and 
21 states.  The study results will be used to create the ACT Aspire three digit vertical score scales, and 
ensuring comparable reported scores across different forms and different modes, the data from the spring 
studies will be used to modify administration manuals and procedures, to create norms, to establish linkages 
between the EPAS score scales and the new ACT Aspire score scales, to determine college readiness targets 
for ACT Aspire , keying off the ACT College Readiness Benchmarks, to create new reporting categories of 
scores, to establish a work readiness linkage, and to benchmark growth readiness targets. This data will also be 
used as the basis for the ACT Aspire technical documentation. Thousands of students, administrators, and 
schools were exposed to the ACT Aspire concept, and will be receiving score information once the analyses are 
complete. 
 
 
 
2. At each grade level and content area, what will the assessments measure? 
 
ACT Aspire has grade-level specific assessments in English, math, reading, science, and writing for grades 3–8 
and grades 9–10 (ACT Aspire Early High School).  
 
ACT Aspire™ is a computer-based, longitudinal assessment system that connects student growth and progress 
from elementary grades through high school.  Designed to highlight progress towards the ACT College 
Readiness Standards and Benchmarks and aligned to the Common Core State Standards 
 
ACT Aspire Summative will provide insights to students, teachers, and parents that will enable the continuous 
development of and growth in requisite knowledge and skills.  Designed to evaluate multiple measures of 
readiness, ACT Aspire will combine academic and work readiness components. This robust collection of 
information, gathered over time will allow educators to analyze students’ progress and performance levels, 
identify students’ academic strengths, and diagnose areas where students would benefit from curriculum or 
instructional adjustments, targeted interventions, or remediation.  
 
 
3. How will student proficiency be communicated?  

 
In the ACT Aspire development process, we worked with educators, students, and parents, to better understand 
their reporting requirements and better serve their needs. This serves to ensure that the final product will 
connect teaching and learning in ways that are valuable to students, parents and teachers.   
 
ACT Aspire reporting philosophy follows these guiding principles, based on User-Centered Design.   

• The online platform will be the primary User Experience for reporting for ACT Aspire.   
• Paper reports will also be available at all levels (student, classroom, aggregate); however the deeper, 

richer data and insights exist in the online environment.   
• Reporting is designed to be self-service so that customers can access their data at the time and place 

of their choosing after scoring is completed.   



• Schools and Districts will have access to downloadable PDF’s of pre-packaged standard reports 
including Student Score Reports and aggregate reporting for schools, districts and states. 

• Aggregate data files of student results will be available in secure electronic format for download to our 
clients’ Student Information Systems.   

• ACT Aspire Reporting will be accessible via computer or tablet for the initial product launch.   
 

Student growth is a pivotal part of ACT Aspire Summative reporting.  ACT Aspire reporting will not only report 
growth between summative assessments, it will also identify a student’s predicted path, and the gaps that might 
exist between that path and college readiness.  Reporting will focus on the progress toward college and career 
readiness rather than a single result and to highlight the paths to improvement.  
 
Additional reporting scores and scales include: 

• English, math, reading, science will be reported using a 3-digit vertical scale for grades 3-10 which is 
linked to the ACT test scale through the inclusion of ACT Readiness Benchmarks at each grade level 

• New readiness measures within and across subjects to include ELA Scores for those who test in 
English, reading, and writing, Reading Text Complexity Scores, Work Readiness Scores for those who 
test in Reading and Math  

• Standards based reporting will include scores in reporting categories based on the ACT College 
Readiness Standards and aligned to Common Core State Standards 

 
 
4. What entity will maintain the security of the test item bank?  
 
ACT 
 
5. Will the cut scores be uniformly established, or will states set individual cut scores for 
student performance? 
 
ACT Aspire will report a three digit vertical score scale, national norms and college readiness targets at each 
grade level. These scores and targets will be based on the results from ACT’s Aspire Spring Study and our 
based on ACT’s validated College Readiness Benchmark Scores.   

This research based information represents a trajectory for a student in the context of college and career 
readiness.  Individual states may wish to also establish their own cut scores, for example, a state may wish to 
set an additional cut score as part of the criteria for entering a special state program, or may wish to transfer 
existing cut scores onto the ACT Aspire scale to help with transition to the new program. ACT will be happy to 
consult with individual states regarding their needs. 
 
6. Will the assessments be vertically aligned to measure individual student progress across 
grades?  
 
Yes. ACT Aspire is a digital, longitudinal assessment system to fully connect student performance from 
elementary grades through high school and is articulated on a single vertical scale. 
 
 
7. Will the assessments contain multiple question types including constructed responses, 
selected response, etc.?  
Yes. ACT Aspire will incorporate multiple question types including constructed response, selected response, 
and technology-enhanced items to better assess student knowledge, improve test experiences, and provide 
more meaningful insights. 



 

8. Are the tests untimed?  

Timing (minutes) 

Grade English Writing Reading Math Science 

3 20 30 45 40 40 

4 20 30 45 40 40 

5 20 30 45 40 40 

6 25 30 45 45 40 

7 25 30 45 45 40 

8 25 30 45 50 40 

Early HS 30 30 45 50 40 
 

 
9. Which assessments can be computer-administered?  
All five of ACT Aspire subject areas English, math, reading, science and writing of ACT can be computer 
administered.  
 
Is the test adaptive?  
ACT Aspire will be a linear assessment at launch. 
 
What is the projected window when the assessment will be given?  
ACT Aspire will launch on April 1, 2014.  The expected testing window will be from April 1 through early June.  
Thereafter, we plan to offer a spring testing window of approximately the same length and also offer a limited 
fall testing window, from approximately mid-September through mid-October.  However, customers who wish to 
utilize our interim assessment solution will be able to administer an assessment any time during the school 
year. The interim assessments are predictive of a student’s ability to meet a benchmark.    
 
When would the results be provided to schools, teachers, parents, etc.?   
Assessment results are reported dynamically through an online reporting system.  As soon as a student’s 
scores are available, the score report is available online. Assessment results for an individual test are available 
as soon as all constructed response scoring is complete.  School, district and state clients can view aggregate 
results as they become available in the same online environment. ACT’s goal is to make results available in as 
short a time as possible, and we will utilize computer-based scoring of constructed response items whenever 
possible to reduce the scoring timeframe to a minimum.  Timelines for turnaround are being determined and 
greater detail will be available no later than October 15, 2013.  
 
What are the broadband and computer specifications?  
The ACT Aspire assessment system does not require the installation of software on a local PC or Mac. ACT 
Aspire will support current releases of major operating systems and browsers. A specific list of supported 
versions will continue to evolve. 
 
All devices must have the administrative tools and capabilities to temporarily disable features, functionalities, 
and applications that could present a security risk during test administration including, but not limited to: 

• Unrestricted Internet access 

• Cameras (still and video) 



• Screen capture (live and recorded) 

• Email and instant message 

• Bluetooth connections 

• Application switching and printing 

 

Additional Notes 
Technical support of ACT Aspire is limited to the browsers and operating systems outlined above. It does not 
include support of specific hardware configurations. Operating systems like SUSE Linux may work with the ACT 
Aspire platform, however SUSE will not be tested or supported. 
 
Is the test content stored locally, or are items transported on-demand through the internet?  
ACT Aspire items are transported on-demand through the internet. 
 
10. Does the assessment allow for paper and pencil administration?   
Yes. ACT Aspire allows for paper and pencil administration 
 
If so, what is the projected timeline when the assessment will be given?  
ACT Aspire is planned for launch in Spring 2014  
 
When would the results be provided to schools, teachers, parents, etc.?  
Paper answer documents are received, processed and scanned as quickly as possible after the assessment is 
complete at schools.  Assessment results are reported dynamically through an online reporting system.  As 
soon as a student’s scores are available, the score report is available online. Assessment results for an 
individual test are available as soon as all constructed response scoring is complete.  School, district and state 
clients can view aggregate results as they become available in the same online environment.  ACT’s goal is to 
make results available in as short a time as possible, and we will utilize computer-based scoring of constructed 
response items whenever possible to reduce the scoring timeframe to a minimum.     
 
11. Can the assessment results be used in guiding teacher evaluations?    
Similar to the assessment of school performance, inferences about teacher effectiveness can be informed by 
how much growth towards college and career readiness (CCR) occurs for students under each teacher’s care. 
The assessment of teacher performance is more complex than the assessment of school performance because 



assessments do not always bound the same timeframe as high school courses and because assessment 
standards do not always align one-to-one with course standards. Moreover, teacher effectiveness estimates 
often have higher degrees of uncertainty (higher standard errors) because not all students in a school are under 
a specific teacher’s care. 
 
For these reasons, student growth should be one, but not the only, measure of teacher effectiveness. The 
weight given to student growth in evaluating teachers should depend on the assessment/course timeframe 
overlap, degree of standards alignment, and the level of statistical uncertainty about the teacher effectiveness 
estimate. Growth models that use end-of-course assessment (e.g., QualityCore EOCs) as the endpoint are 
likely to be given greater weight because of better assessment/course timeframe overlap and higher degrees of 
standards alignment. Standard errors should be reported with all teacher effect estimates and used to interpret 
the degree of uncertainty about the estimates. 
 
 
12. What would be the earliest school year that full implementation of the assessment could 
take place in SC?  
2013-2014 
 
13. Please indicate how the assessment: assess students with disabilities and assesses 
students who are English language learners.   
 
ACT Aspire Summative will address accessibility in a variety of ways, including: 

• Using item templates designed with student accessibility in mind 
• Including educators with experience working with students with disabilities and English language 

learners in the development and review of test materials 
• Providing a range of accessibility tools and formats within the CBT platform 
• Incorporating APIP into our item authoring system 
 

Students with physical or learning disabilities with defined access needs may be tested under special conditions 
and/or using accommodated testing materials available from ACT. Administration of the ACT Aspire 
assessments with accommodations is entirely at the discretion of school personnel.  ACT's Aspire assessments 
will support a range of accessibility tools and formats, including but not necessarily limited to, the following: 
 

• Audio supports, such as text-to-speech and verbal descriptions of graphics 
• Second-language supports in Spanish: translated versions of test materials (grades 3–6 only); and 

translated versions of support materials for all grades  
• Visual supports, such as various color contrast settings, including reverse contrast; pastel background 

choices; color overlay; screen magnification; line reader 
• Speech-to-text for some components  

In addition, ACT will provide the following formats for ACT Aspire: regular print paper and pencil, large type 
paper and pencil, and Braille and tactile graphics.  Students may also respond verbally to a scribe and may 
have extended time and multiple break options. ACT is working toward being able to provide refreshable Braille 
and tactile graphics using an external embosser or printer.  

For a complete list of accommodations refer to Attachment 1“ACT Aspire Accessibility Features” 
 
14. What is the per pupil cost of the assessment for students assuming that only ELA, writing 
and mathematics are assessed?  What is the per pupil cost of the assessment for science, if 
available?  
 
ACT Aspire Early Adopter Pricing 
 $11.70 for the full battery who states who contract prior to 12-31-13 
 



ACT Aspire Pricing for full battery post 1-1-14  
 $18.00 online  
 
 
15. Which districts and schools in SC participated in pilot tests in school year 2012-13? 
Dorchester2 in Summerville participated in the Scaling Study.  Below is the list of schools where testing took 
place. 

• Alston Middle School 
• Ashley Ridge High School 
• Beech Hill Elementary School 
• Dubose Middle School 
• Eagles Nest Elementary School 
• Flowertown Elementary School 
• Fort Dorchester Elementary School 
• Fort Dorchester High School 
• Gregg Middle School 
• Joseph Pye Elementary School 
• Knightsville Elementary School 
• Newington Elementary School 
• Oakbrook Elementary School 
• Oakbrook Middle School 
• River Oaks Middle School 
• Rollings Middle School 
• Spann Elementary School 
• Summerville Elementary School 
• Summerville High School 
• W. Reeves Elementary School 
• Windsor Hill Elementary School 

 
 
16. Which districts and schools in SC will participate in the field testing in school year 2013-
14?   
Plans for additional field testing and related studies are still in development. 
 
17. How will the reliability of the assessment be evaluated? There are many types of reliability 
indices that we plan to compute on both ACT Aspire raw and scale scores, including internal consistency 
reliabilities like stratified Alpha, KR20 and 21, but for mixed format assessments.  
 
We are planning a series of generalizability analyses, to look at rater effects for the CR items, and well as rater, 
task, and person effects. We plan to use both classical and IRT methods to calculate test reliabilities of scale 
scores, in additional to the conditional standard errors of measurement which both the current and the new draft 
of the Test Standards recommend. 
 
Because of the amount of data we needed to gather in the spring studies, as well as practical issues involved 
in, say, giving a student the same test twice, we are not computing test-retest, or alternate forms reliability. 
However, in our scaling study we do have students taking a full on-grade form, and a section of a second on-
grade form, so we will have some information related to alternate forms reliability. 
We will also be looking at classification consistency analyses, around the college [and career] readiness targets 
for each grade level. 
 
We are awaiting the completion of the spring study scoring to begin our analyses. We should have raw score 
information this fall for all grades and all subjects, and scale score information sometime later. We can share 



information as we finalize it, but we don’t expect to have all the analyses completed and all technical 
documentation completed until sometime in 2014, and we expect that some analyses will be on-going, as we 
will want to report operational reliability results from the spring 2014 administration.  
(Note that “all analyses” includes those the new Test Standards will require, as well as operational results on 
the first year of testing, linking to other assessments, international benchmarking, setting college readiness 
targets, and so on.) 
 
 
Beyond Summative Assessments: The Continuum 
What other assessments are available? Please provide a breakdown of the assessment 
costs per test of these additional supports, assessments, etc. as well as the content area and 
mode of administration.  If possible, please include a description of how these assessments 
support teaching and learning.  
Formative/Classroom 
ACT Aspire Formative / Classroom assessments designed to measure students’ understanding of specific skills 
and concepts that make up the ACT College Readiness Standards, align with the CCSS and ultimately inform 
daily classroom instruction.  Groups of items and tasks that form an interim or benchmark assessment based on 
a specified set of standards or a specified unit of instruction for teachers to use if it fits their needs (2015–16 
academic year).  Assessment results will be provided as immediate feedback with links to instructional 
resources tied to the results.  A system with features, capabilities, and tools specifically designed allow teachers 
to develop, administer, and score classroom assessments while providing student-level data such as 
item/response analysis and reports to inform instruction.  
 
Subject Areas: English, math, reading and science 
 

 
Interim 
ACT Aspire Interim assessments, which are designed to generate timely and actionable data, may be used to 
provide progress and growth measures along with providing a snapshot (comparison) as defined by the end 
user. Available in the 2014–15academic year they will include multiple-choice items only (constructed-response 
and technology-enhanced items will be added as research allows), be based on the ACT Readiness Standards, 
aligned to the CCSS, and include report data usable for item response/analysis.  For the 2014–2015 academic 
year, the interim benchmark assessments will be delivered via CBT only and will be multiple choice.  ACT 
Aspire Interim includes four benchmark assessments to be delivered throughout the academic year. 
 
Interim test administration times are drafted to be in line with summative, perhaps slightly shorter and are 
predictive of how a student is likely to perform toward meeting a benchmark. The interim assessments will have 
the same test development processes and data collection as the summative assessments.  Interim 
assessments are empirically tied to ACT’s scales and can be used to make data-based inferences about 
examinees’ college and career readiness.  ACT’s interim assessments are curriculum–neutral and, because 
they will be empirically linked to the summative assessments, can be used to infer and measure student growth. 
 
Because the predictive nature of the interim assessments will likely change based on the particular sequence 
and rigor of each grade level curriculum, it is recommended that initial predictions be viewed as preliminary, and 
refined predictions are developed specifically for South Carolina based on the initial year of data. 
 
Subject Areas: English, math, reading and science 
 
 
End-of-Course 
QualityCore is designed to provide a program of formative and summative assessments 
that can be used in conjunction with other indicators to measure and support individual 
student growth toward readiness and high expectations regarding the academic performance of students.  



 
It includes end-of-course assessments, educator’s resources, formative items, and benchmark assessments. It 
can also be used as a data-based program to inform and support all levels of education achievement interest: 
individual student, classroom, school, district, and state decisions relative to curriculum focus and improvement.  
 
The cornerstone of QualityCore’s success is its ability to support a rigorous education to all students by 
ensuring that core courses are focused on the skills essential for college and workforce readiness. 
 
At the state level, QualityCore offers support for reducing the achievement gap and providing the highest quality 
education for all students. As part of ACT's College and Career Readiness System (CCRS), QualityCore is 
aligned to The ACT®, the nation’s premier college entrance and placement exam for 11th and 12th graders, 
PLAN® for 10th graders, and EXPLORE® for 8th/9th graders.  South Carolina will gain access to effective 
longitudinal data for its students as ACT can uniquely leverage the results of the graduates that took the ACT. 
 
ACT also provides materials for parental involvement and key evaluation and research 
indicators for teachers, guidance counselors, and administrators. ACT’s services include high-quality support to 
schools, districts, postsecondary institutions, and states adopting ACT programs. 
 
ACT provides a robust solution that will accommodate any state’s desire to add assessments and scale its 
program in the future. Currently, QualityCore 
offers 14 courses, including: 
 English 9, English 10, English 11, English 12 
 Algebra I, Geometry, Algebra II, Precalculus 
 Biology, Chemistry, Physics 
 U.S. History 
 
QualityCore is 100% aligned to the Common Core State Standards (see 
http://www.act.org/commoncore/), as ACT has been an active partner in the Common 
Core initiative since the beginning of the national discussions. 
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PRESENTATION SUPPORTS: 
Presentation supports allow an examinee to receive the information intended by the test design 
in a way that honors and upholds the rigor of the construct being tested - while meeting the 
individual needs of the examinee.   

 
Delivery Mode 

 
By Content Area 

CBT 
Paper 

Format 
 
Reading 

 
English 

 
Writing 

 
Math 

 
Science 

Audio read-aloud (Text To Speech/TTS) English version for examinees with usable 
vision, allowable only where construct permits. As text sentence or meaningful phrase is read 
aloud, it is highlighted and synchronized with speech.  

Yes No 
Directions 

Only 
Directions 

Only Yes Yes Yes 

Audio read-aloud (Text AND Graphics to Speech) English version for examinees with 
very limited usable vision, allowable only where construct permits.  Sentence highlighting 
and graphic text highlighting synchronized with speech. INCLUDES direct reading of all text, 
symbols and equations inside graphics, figures & images assumes user will also use 
magnification to navigate visually. 

Yes No 
Directions 

Only 
Directions 

Only Yes Yes Yes 

Audio full read-aloud scripted English version for examinees with no usable vision,  
allowable only where construct permits.  (Includes default text read aloud, and alternate text 
descriptions of graphics, figures, etc. and coded structuring of passage-based or other non-linear 
items to organize them into navigable units).   

Yes No 
Directions 

Only 
Directions 

Only Yes Yes Yes 

Grades 3-6 Spanish Language, Test Content Translation (North American Spanish) 
with audio (Spanish) read-aloud option built in. For Spring 2014, will be offered at grades 3-6 for 
math, science, and writing, but will not be offered for English or reading.  All student responses 
must be in English. 

Yes No No No Yes Yes Yes 

All Grades Spanish Language, Test Directions (North American Spanish) with audio 
(Spanish) read-aloud option built in. All student responses must be in English. 

Yes No 
Directions 

Only 
Directions 

Only 
Directions 

Only 
Directions 

Only 
Directions 

Only 
Spanish Language Translations of Specific Technical Support Documents, all grades. Yes 

(electronic, 
locally 

printable) 

Yes 
(electronic, 

locally 
printable) 

Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 

Use of non-electronic word-to-word translation dictionary with no definitions for Math 
and Science tests only.  Must be ACT approved – see list of approved word-to-word translation 
dictionaries. (See ACT Accessibility Manual for list of languages) 

Yes 
(not in 

platform) 

Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 

All grades Video Human recording ASL Sign Language, Test Content – scripted 
translation of test-directions and item text content, including text inside graphics.  (No 
description of graphics – assumes user has usable vision).  All student responses must be in 
standard English. 
CBT: available 
Paper version: hard copy (e.g., video disk) not available 

Yes No No No Yes Yes Yes 

All grades Video Human Recording ASL Sign Language, Test Directions –default English 
printed directions with video ASL selectable on demand built in. All student responses must be in 
standard English. 

Yes No 
Directions 

Only 
Directions 

Only 
Directions 

Only 
Directions 

Only 
Directions 

Only 
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PRESENTATION SUPPORTS  (continued) 

Delivery Mode By Content Area 

 
CBT 

Paper 
Format 

 
Reading 

 
English 

 
Writing 

 
Math 

 
Science 

Magnification  
CBT: magnification is integrated as part of browser for Spring 14.  Additionally, image and text 
magnification within the CBT platform is being considered.   
Paper version: Large Print version available (18 point).  In addition, students may use a hand-
held or other magnification device (locally provided).  
Note:  Large Print versions must be ordered prior to testing 

Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 

Line Reader/Visual Tracking Support Tool for Reading 
Paper version:  tracking device (e.g., index card or ruler) locally provided Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 

Choice of pre-set Color (High Contrast) templates 
CBT: available 
Paper version: not available 

Yes No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 

Choice of Background Color (Lower Contrast) from a pre-set pastel shade (all black text) 
CBT: available 
Paper version: color overlay locally provided 

Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 

Braille/Nemeth Code, Contracted with tactile graphics 
CBT: not available; integration of this feature in future versions under consideration.   
Paper version: hard copy Braille available.  Note: Must be ordered prior to testing 

No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 

Tactile Graphics – companion piece for audio full read-aloud (e.g., raised line drawings, 
images, figures, some graphs, and braille labels where appropriate.)     
CBT: not available; integration of this feature in future versions under consideration.   
Paper version: hard copy available.  Note: Must be ordered prior to testing 

No Yes N/A N/A N/A Yes Yes 

Braille/Nemeth Code, Uncontracted with tactile graphics     
CBT: not available; integration of this feature in future versions under consideration.   
Paper version: hard copy available 
Note:  Must be special-ordered 10-12 weeks prior to testing 

No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 

 

INTERACTION & NAVIGATION SUPPORTS: 
Interaction and Navigation supports are provided through the digital test delivery system (CBT) 
or by locally provided support procedures to support the examinee to actively and 
constructively engage with items and their solution and to move fluidly and 
purposely through the test as needed to engage most effectively.  At all times, such 
supports must honor and uphold the rigor of the construct being tested - while meeting the 
individual needs of the examinee.   

 
 
 

Delivery Mode 

 
 
 

By Content Area 

 
CBT 

Paper 
Format 

 
Reading 

 
English 

 
Writing 

 
Math 

 
Science 

Answer-Masking  
CBT: Examinee may use masking tool to cover answer options to support memory and focus. 
Paper version: Examinee may use pencil to independently cross out options, or cover parts of 
item with plain index card to support memory and focus.  

Yes Yes Yes Yes N/A Yes Yes 
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INTERACTION & NAVIGATION SUPPORTS  
(continued) 

Delivery Mode By Content Area 

 
CBT 

Paper 
Format 

 
Reading 

 
English 

 
Writing 

 
Math 

 
Science 

Highlighting  
CBT: not available 
Paper version: student may highlight text or parts of an item by using pencil or highlighter (locally 
provided) directly in paper test booklet 

No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 

Scratch Paper: Any size or color plain, lined, graph paper, or raised line graph paper (not otherwise 
marked) may be used as scratch paper (locally provided).   
CBT: available 
Paper version: students are normally expected to do all figuring or other scratch work inside the test 
booklet. The use of additional scratch paper is allowed as needed by the student. 
Note: all scratch paper must be collected after testing and destroyed  

Yes  
(not in 

platform) 

Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 

Use of an abacus as a tactile form of scratch paper for examinees with very low or no usable vision 
(locally provided) 

Yes 
(not in 

platform) 

Yes No No No Yes No 

Personal Calculators: See full Calculator Policy for detail and grade levels permitted (locally provided) Yes Yes No No No Yes No 

 

RESPONSE SUPPORTS: 
Response supports allow an examinee to express the information intended by the test design in a way 
that honors and upholds the rigor of the construct being tested while meeting the individual needs of the 
examinee.  (Whether provided locally or by test provider, use of all accessibility tools must be chosen by 
the appropriate accommodations team to meet individual need, AND then planned, practiced, and 
documented PRIOR to test. 
* All student responses must be provided in English 

 
 
 
 

Delivery Mode 

 
 
 
 

By Content Area 

 
CBT 

Paper 
Format 

 
Reading 

 
English 

 
Writing 

 
Math 

 
Science 

Student may respond directly in Test Booklet or Large Print Test Booklet (i.e. for examinees 
with low motor control or very low vision)  
Trained Test Administrator must:                                 

1. Transcribe student response exactly as provided into official answer document 
2. Return all materials per test administration directions. 

N/A Yes Yes Yes No Yes Yes 

Examinee dictates response   
Trained test administrator scribes response exactly as dictated by examinee.  
Use of this response support requires use of the specific procedure as per test administration directions. 

Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 

Full physical keyboard only response input with local print-out  (either via word processing 
software or through local AAC device) 
Use of this response support requires use of the specific procedure as per test administration directions. 
Trained Test Administrator must return original examinee printed work. 

N/A Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 
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General Test Conditions: Setting & Timing 
These supports include allowable adjustments to general test setting or timing conditions that are either 
provided by the digital test delivery system (CBT) and/or by the test site. Use of these supports must be 
planned and documented by local accommodations team PRIOR to test. ALL Timing Supports require 
local planning and provision of trained test administrator(s) to directly supervise timing supports 
provided, (i.e., supervising breaks, and/or properly securing mini-sessions). Setting Supports include test 
location adjustments provided by test site to support examinee engagement with the test as a whole, or 
by whole content area. Note: Standard test administration procedures allow a test site the option to 
provide indicators (Visual, Audio, and/or Tactile) of time remaining as needed and appropriate.   

 
 

 
 

Delivery Mode 

 
 
 

 
By Content Area 

 
CBT 

Paper 
Format 

 
Reading 

 
English 

 
Writing 

 
Math 

 
Science 

Extra Time  
Test Administrator/Supervisor specifies extra time, and provides appropriate supervision of the amount of 
extra time needed. Extra time must be planned in advance for individuals. 

Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 

Breaks – supervised 
Test Administrator/Supervisor stops the clock, or pauses the test (CBT) to provide short supervised 
breaks as needed by the examinee.   

Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 

Breaks - unsupervised 
Test Administrator Stops and Secures the Session – to provide unsupervised breaks, as needed, between 
securely defined and supervised “mini-sessions”.  CBT:  not available / Paper version:  available 
Use of this mini-session process requires Test Administrator to follow specific procedure as per test 
administration directions.  Should be used only in exceptional cases.  
Examinee may NOT view again any mini-session that has ended upon returning to start a subsequent 
mini-session – even if the mini-sessions are otherwise part of the same full test session.  Examinee may 
only work on one mini-session at a time and no other. 

No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 

Special or preferential seating or grouping provided by local school/test site.   Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 
Location so examinee is able to move, stand, or pace during test in a manner where others’ work 
cannot be seen and examinee is not distracting to others 

Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 

Individual test administration Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 
Administration at home for homebound examinee or in a care facility when medically necessary 
with appropriate supervision by test site or district personnel 

Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 

Other setting listed on examinee’s accommodations plan Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 
Modified Acoustic/Auditory Environment   
Locally Provided: Examinee whisper-phone, classroom FM system, local acoustic enhancements, or noise 
quieting headphones to screen out auditory distractions 

Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 

Modified Visual/Lighting Environment  
Locally Provided: Special room lighting, Light box under paper test, or Use of study carrel to screen out 
visual distractions 

Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 

Physical/Motor Equipment  
Locally Provided: Includes personalized adaptive furniture, balance or positioning equipment to support 
examinee physical interaction, enhance motor control during testing, and/or reduce fatigue; or other 
equipment provided locally to provide fine motor interaction support, i.e. large grip pencil, or adaptive 
keyboard. NOTE: This feature does NOT include Augmented/Assistive Communication (AAC) devices or 
procedures. This support also does not include motor/physical prompting of any kind.  For allowable AAC 
devices see Response Section above. 

Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 
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